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Message from the President

As the promise of summer nears, | know many educators and education partners are looking forward to the break. For me,
summer means the National Trustees Gathering on Indigenous Education & CSBA Congress! Not only is the conference a
wonderful way to kick off the summer, this year in Toronto, but it's an excellent professional development and networking
opportunity. The Ontario Public School Boards Association has been working hard to develop a strong program of keynote
speakers, workshops, and presentations.

An exciting addition to the conference this year is the inaugural presentation of the CSBA National Reconciliation Partnership
Award. We were pleased to receive multiple nominations for the award, and | am looking forward to celebrating the work of our
first recipient.

In April | attended the National School Boards Association annual conference in New Orleans, bringing greetings to delegates on
behalf of CSBA. The work being done in our two countries is very similar as we are all dedicated to keeping local voice in

public education. While the systems may look a bit different, the principle of public education is the same, and the strength of
locally elected governing boards is as well.

| was also fortunate to attend the Manitoba School Boards Association annual general meeting and the British Columbia School
Trustees Association annual general meeting. It is a great honour and pleasure of mine to represent CSBA at provincial events,
showing our national support for initiatives and activities at the provincial level.

In this bulletin you will read about the work of our association. | continue to be moved by the dedication our board members and trustees have to students, families, communities and
education across Canada.

| look forward to seeing you in July in Toronto!

Sincerely,

Dl gt

Alan Campbell
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2024 Trustees Gathering on Indigenous Education
& CSBA Congress - Our Shared Tomorrow

In an ever-changing world, strength emerges when diverse voices come together. Join your fellow school board leaders to learn, collaborate and
connect. Together, with strong governance, we will shape incredible futures for Canadian students. Visit the conference website for the full details and to

register!

The Ontario Public School Boards Association is working hard to develop a fantastic program for the 2024 National Trustees Gathering on
Indigenous Education & CSBA Congress!

Primary and keynote speakers include: '
 Randall Adjei, Poet Laureat of Ontario ‘

 Dr. Marie Battiste, University of Saskatchewan

« Dr. Robyne Hanley-Dafoe, Education and psychology instructor and author Ontario PUbllC SChOOl
Boards’ Association

Workshop topics include:

« Advancing Indigenous student well-being, locally and systemically

« Local voice in decision-making at the school system level across Canada
« Combating hate and racism

« Indigenous language revitalization

Registration Details:
July 2 — 5, 2024 : Westin Harbour Castle, Toronto
$1150 (After April 30th)

Student trustees can attend at the discounted rate of $690



https://www.opsba.org/events-and-publications/csba-congress-ntgie/
https://www.opsba.org/events-and-publications/csba-congress-ntgie/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nFJIv_fd-JM&feature=youtu.be
https://canada150.usask.ca/citizen/marie-battiste.php
https://drrobyne.ca/
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Indigenous Languages

At the May 7 CSBA Board of Directors meeting, President Campbell was very pleased to welcome Commissioner of Indigenous Languages, Ron Ignace. Commissioner
Ignace shared personal stories, detailing his dedication and work to defend Indigenous languages. Commissioner Ignace was appointed in 2021 and has built the
Commission from the ground up with the priority of hearing directly from Indigenous peoples. He acknowledged that the Indigenous Languages Act will not revive
languages on its own. The Act is a living agreement intended to adapt and change, and is reviewed every five years. The Commissioner spoke to the importance of all
school board members and trustees taking action to support Indigenous language programs in public schools.

Commissioner Ignace spoke to the promotion of Indigenous languages and pathways to increasing the number of accredited Indigenous Languages teachers. He
encouraged advocating for Indigenous-oriented teacher training, which aligns with commitments of the CSBA to support Indigenous education.

This presentation was well aligned with the Languages and Learning Priorities presentation by Bram Lerat and Renee St. Germain of the Assembly of First Nations.

The Assembly of First Nations has worked in partnership with the National Indian Education Council (NIEC), Chiefs Committee on Education (CCOE), and ISC to
co-develop a number of Federal First Nation education policies including the 2021 Policy Proposal on First Nations-Led Local, Regional and Treaty-Based Post-Secondary
Education Models, School Space Accommodation Standards, and Regional Education Agreements through First Nations Education Transformation. The AFN encouraged
board members to connect with regional First Nations organizations to further advance First Nations priorities in the provinces.

The Board of Directors were honoured to have Commissioner Ignace, along with two colleagues, Ashley Keays and Jessica Arnouse, and Bram Lerat and Renee
St. Germain of the Assembly of First Nations present. We look forward to working together to support Indigenous education across the country.




National School Food Program

On March 9, 2024, Bill C-322, the National Framework for a School Food Program Act was introduced as a Private Members’ Bill. CSBA President Alan Campbell released a
statement in support of the program, acknowledging the work the association has done to advocate for a national school food program.

Following Bill C-322, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced a new National School Program on April 1, 2024, with an investment of $1 billion over five years, for inclusion in the
April 16, 2024 federal budget.

The CSBA will continue to work with the Coalition for Healthy School Food in alignment with the strategic plan goal of Comprehensive School Health. The CSBA understands the
challenges associated with the diversity of food programming, and will advocate for board and First Nations autonomy when distributing funding. Every province and community are

different. Some lack infrastructure to support a school food program, and others raise concerns with how to best distribute the supports. It is widely understood that a school food
program needs to be universal and not targeted to specific families, reducing stigma and increasing participation.

The CSBA will continue to monitor this work, and will advocate for school boards to be involved in the governance of the programs at the local level.



https://www.cdnsba.org/2024/04/01/statement-from-the-canadian-school-boards-association-on-the-federal-governments-announcement-of-a-new-national-school-food-program/
https://www.cdnsba.org/2024/04/01/statement-from-the-canadian-school-boards-association-on-the-federal-governments-announcement-of-a-new-national-school-food-program/

National Reconciliation Partnership Award

The CSBA is very excited to launch the National Reconciliation Partnership Award (NRPA). Rooted in a spirit of genuine reconciliation, the award is intended to recognize
excellence in achievement of the Calls to Action issued by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada in 2015. The NRPA focuses on demonstrated evidence of the
principles of innovation, authenticity, relationship, capacity-building and good stewardship.

Nominations closed on May 15 and a selection committee is reviewing the nominations. The inaugural ceremonies for induction to the award will take place at the upcoming Na-
tional Trustees Gathering on Indigenous Education and CSBA Congress hosted by the Ontario Public School Boards Association in Toronto, July 3-5, 2024. The award will con-
tinue to be presented each year at the National Trustees Gathering on

Indigenous Education and CSBA Congress.

Indigenous Education Committee Update

Chair: Carolyn Broady

The Indigenous Education committee finalized the details for the National Reconciliation Partnership Award and are very excited to see the
inaugural award presented in July. The CSBA is grateful to Felice MacKay and the Saskatchewan School Boards Association for their support in facilitating the nomination and re-

VIEW Process.

The CSBA is looking forward to continuing work stemming from the Brant Report recommendations. Additional members of Indigenous
communities will be asked to support the work by defining and setting priorities.

Advocacy Work

After many years of advocating for local voice in public education across the country, the CSBA is regularly recognized as a key player in public education. The association
continues to be approached to collaborate on a wide variety of education initiatives, and with requests for information on education in Canada.

The CSBA also continues to receive regular enquiries from government departments seeking collaboration with education. This speaks to the excellent work being done across
the country by school board members and trustees, provincial associations, and the CSBA.
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A SUMMER JOB IN FRENCH...
WHY NOT?

Get the students in your life ready to continue their studies in French in September:
encourage them to look for a French-language summer job. It's a great way to keep
practising the language over the summer months!

But above all, don’t miss out on the opportunity to add a $3,000 FSL bursary to their
iIncome to pursue their postsecondary studies in French.

Visit ACUFC.ca/FSLbursaries for more information.



https://acufc.ca/FSLbursaries/

