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Board of Directors
Alan Campbel l ,  President

Carolyn Broady, Vice-President (BCSTA)

Renée St.  Germain,  AFN

Denis Label le,  ACÉPO

Isabel le Girard,  ACÉPO

Mari lyn Dennis,  ASBA

Vivian Abboud, ASBA

Suzanne Hoffman, BCSTA

Michel  Col let te,  CSAP

Sandy Nemeth, MSBA

Josh Watt ,  MSBA

Cathy Abraham, OPSBA

Stephanie Donaldson, OPSBA

Joe Ortona, QESBA

Dave Meloche, QESBA

Jaimie Smith-Windsor,  SSBA

Darren McKee, SSBA

Nancy Pynch-Worthylake, Execut ive Director

Do you follow us on social media?

X (Twit ter) 

@cdnsba
Facebook

@cdnsba

https://twitter.com/cdnsba
https://twitter.com/cdnsba
https://www.facebook.com/cdnsba
https://www.facebook.com/cdnsba


The end of  2023 was a busy t ime for the CSBA Board of  Directors,  and work has cont inued into 2024. Throughout the fa l l  I  had 
the opportuni ty to spend t ime with t rustees in Quebec, Saskatchewan, Alberta,  Manitoba, Ontar io,  and Br i t ish Columbia.  
Speaking with so many passionate elected off ic ia ls around the country is always refreshing and reinforces what I  a l ready know 
to be true – local  voices in publ ic educat ion matter.

There cont inues to be fol low-up with elected off ic ia ls and senior staff  in Ottawa since the advocacy meet ings last  fa l l .  There 
have been addi t ional  meet ings wi th staff  f rom the Ministry of  Famil ies,  Chi ldren, and Social  Development,  and the Minister of 
Agr icul ture regarding Bi l l  C-322, an Act to develop a nat ional  f ramework to establ ish a school  food program.

The Board of  Directors met at  the end of  February in Alberta.  CSBA commit tees and work groups presented reports,  and heard 
f rom a number of  partners and col laborators.  These presentat ions and reports are always encouraging and demonstrate the 
amount of  work t rustees and educat ion partners are doing every day to support  students. 

Dur ing the meet ing we discussed work being done at  the Universi ty of  Manitoba. Dr.  Ardi th McGeown Plant,  Execut ive  
Director wi th the Centre for  Social  Science Research and Pol icy at  the Universi ty of  Manitoba, and Dr.  Royce Koop wi l l  be  
conduct ing research for their  project ,  ‘A professional  prof i le of  school  t rustees in Canada. ’ This research project  wi l l  consist  of 
a cross-Canada survey of  e lected school  t rustees cover ing several  topics,  including trustees’ competencies and ski l ls ,  the elect ion process, leadership,  and  
decis ion-making, as wel l  as quest ions related to CSBA’s strategic plan. We are very pleased to support  th is research and look forward to part ic ipat ing in the  
survey, and seeing the resul ts. 

Mary-Ann Zauhar-Hiscock jo ined the meet ing v i r tual ly to present an update on the Canadian Heri tage grant work,  ‘Faisons par ler  les données – Putt ing Data to 
Work. ’ Our members wi l l  be fami l iar  wi th their  work on the French teacher shortage in Canada. At the t ime of  wr i t ing th is update,  we are wai t ing to hear i f  funding 
for th is work wi l l  cont inue for 2024-2026. 

Debbie Field wi th the Coal i t ion for  Heal thy School  Food presented to the Board of  Directors v i r tual ly,  shar ing updates on funding in provinces. The Coal i t ion for 
Heal th School  Food br ings together over 280 non-prof i t  member organizat ions and 130 endorsers in every province and terr i tory,  including the CSBA. The  
guiding principles of  the organizat ion al ign wi th strategic goal  areas of  the CSBA, such as promot ing food l i teracy and providing universal  access to nutr i t ious food 
in schools.  Debbie is avai lable for  presentat ions,  and mater ia ls are avai lable in both French and Engl ish. 

As we head into spr ing,  we know that summer is just  around the corner.  Planning is wel l  underway for the 2024 Nat ional  Trustees Gather ing on Indigenous  
Educat ion and CSBA Congress being held in Toronto th is July.  Vis i t  our websi te for  the latest  informat ion on the conference, and be sure to watch our social  media 
accounts for  updates on registrat ion and the program. We look forward to seeing you then!

Sincerely, 

Alan Campbel l

Message from the President/ / 0 3

https://www.healthyschoolfood.ca/guiding-principles
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The CSBA Board of Directors met in Edmonton on  
February 28 and 29, 2024 for two days of very productive 
meetings. Members attended both in person and virtually.

Thank you to the Alberta School Boards Association for 
hosting.

/ / 0 4 Board of Directors Meetings
February 2024
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Committee & Work Team Updates
Indigenous Education Committee -  
Carolyn Broady, Chair
The Indigenous Educat ion Commit tee cont inues i ts work on the implementat ion of  
recommendat ions of  Daniel  Brant & Associates to support  Indigenous educat ion across the 
country.  The commit tee has reviewed the recommendat ions,  and is in the process of  
ident i fy ing speci f ic  act ions.  The Board approved funding to contract  First  Voice leadership 
to move forward on this work.

The commit tee is planning to present th is work at  the 2024 Nat ional  Trustees Gather ing on  
Indigenous Educat ion and CSBA Congress in Toronto. 

The commit tee is very grateful  that  Fel ice MacKay, SSBA, is support ing the Indigenous  
Educat ion Commit tee. 

Finance Committee -  
Cathy Abraham, Chair
The Finance Commit tee presented revised audi ted statements for  2022-23, which were  
approved by the Board of  Directors. 

The commit tee recommended the Terms of  Reference for the Finance Commit tee be revised 
to remove responsibi l i ty  for  set t ing the annual  execut ive st ipend. The Board of  Directors 
passed this mot ion,  and wi l l  establ ish an ad-hoc commit tee to recommend the 2024-2025 
st ipend for the President and the Vice-President.

/ / 0 5



S
p

r
in

g
 2

0
2

4

The Ontar io Publ ic School  Boards Associat ion is working hard to develop a fantast ic program for the 2024 Nat ional  Trustees  
Gather ing on Indigenous Educat ion & CSBA Congress! The fol lowing high- level  agenda is avai lable to assist  wi th making travel 
p lans:

Tuesday, July 2 (evening) – Registrat ion opens

Wednesday, July 3 – Ful l  Day of  Programming + Cocktai l  Recept ion and Banquet Dinner

Thursday, July 4 – Programming unt i l  3pm, evening on your own

Friday, July 5 – Morning Programming, Congress to conclude midday

Registration Fees:

$995 for ear ly bird (avai lable unt i l  Apr i l  30th)

$1150 (After Apr i l  30th)

Student t rustees can at tend at  the discounted rate of  $690

The CSBA & OPSBA look forward to welcoming trustees and school  board staff  f rom across Canada to the 2024 CSBA Congress 
and Nat ional  Trustee Gather ing! 

2024 Trustees Gathering on Indigenous Education  
& CSBA Congress - Our Shared Tomorrow

https://web.cvent.com/event/71ade5c7-3507-4a88-8ecb-ae3dd6fe7dc3/summary?RefId=OPSBASummary
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National Reconcil iation Partnership Award
The CSBA is very exci ted to cal l  for  nominat ions for the Nat ional  Reconci l iat ion Partnership Award (NRPA).  Rooted in a spir i t  of  
genuine reconci l iat ion,  the award is intended to recognize excel lence in achievement of  the Cal ls to Act ion issued by the Truth and 
Reconci l iat ion Commission of  Canada in 2015. The NRPA focuses on demonstrated evidence of  the pr inciples of  innovat ion,  
authent ic i ty,  re lat ionship,  capaci ty-bui ld ing and good stewardship.

The nat ional  partnership award wi l l  focus on demonstrat ion of  s igni f icant and sustained commitment by both publ ic ly funded school 
boards and local  Indigenous communit ies to the promot ion of  reconci l iat ion between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Peoples through 
the good of  publ ic educat ion.

The inaugural  ceremonies for  induct ion to the award wi l l  take place at  the upcoming Nat ional  Trustees Gather ing on Indigenous  
Educat ion and CSBA Congress hosted by the Ontar io School  Boards Associat ion in Toronto,  July 3-5,  2024. The award wi l l  cont inue 
to be presented each year at  the Nat ional  Trustees Gather ing on Indigenous Educat ion and CSBA Congress.

To nominate or apply,  p lease vis i t  the CSBA websi te HERE.  For quest ions,  contact  admin@saskschoolboards.ca

Copyright
The CSBA supported social  media act iv i t ies dur ing Fair  Deal ing Week in February,  2024. Mater ia ls shared dur ing the campaign  
emphasized the importance of  copyr ight  compl iance and promoted the use of  the websi tes CopyrightMatters.ca and  
FairDealingDecisionTool.ca.

I t  is  cr i t ical  that  schools fo l low the rules to ensure that the educat ional  exemptions (Fair  Deal ings) are maintained. There is a great 
deal  of  pressure federal ly on the part  of  Access Copyr ight  to remove the educat ion exemption. This would increase the costs to 
boards exponent ia l ly.  

Federal  Court  Rul ing:

The Federal  Court  ru led in favour of  Ontar io school  boards and provincial  Ministr ies of  Educat ion in the l i t igat ion related to the 
tar i ff  overpayment by educat ional  users.  The rul ing determined educat ional  users are owed a refund for the 2010, 2011, and 
2012 years and further,  that  they were not l icensees dur ing the fol lowing years.   

/ / 0 7

https://www.cdnsba.org/national-reconciliation-partnership-award/
mailto:admin%40saskschoolboards.ca?subject=National%20Reconciliation%20Partner%20Award
https://copyrightmatters.ca/
http://FairDealingDecisionTool.ca
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The Board of  Directors received a report  ent i t led,  “Local  Voice in Decis ion-Making at  the School  System Level  Across Canada.”  
Researched by Dr.  Kat ina Pol lock,  th is study was commissioned by the CSBA to examine local  decis ion-making in publ ic ly funded 
K-12 educat ion systems. 

Trustees across Canada have concerns around the loss of  local  voice in publ ic educat ion.  Member associat ions wi l l  share the resul ts 
wi th t rustees over the coming weeks. 

The researchers wi l l  present a session at  the upcoming 2024 Nat ional  Trustees Gather ing on Indigenous Educat ion and CSBA  
Congress to review their  recommendat ions and faci l i tate discussion on how trustees and associat ions can take act ion.  The report  wi l l 
be released publ ic ly at  the CSBA Annual General  Meet ing. 

The ad-hoc commit tee wi l l  cont inue to meet to process the recommendat ions and faci l i tate act iv i t ies wi th t rustees and associat ions to 
support  local  voice in publ ic educat ion.  

Pollock Report

The CSBA contracted the Universi ty of  Regina to create professional  development modules designed to encourage and support  school 
boards and trustees as they work to revise pol ic ies and leadership pract ices to better support  the needs and aspirat ions of  students 
and fami l ies who are Indigenous, Black or otherwise racial ized.  Offered through the Centre for  Cont inuing Educat ion (CCE),  the  
modules are open to al l  t rustees, and we encourage you to register and complete the modules. 

Upcoming Modules (offered in Engl ish and French) -  Modules wi l l  be del ivered asynchronously

Module 1:  Understanding the history of  colonizat ion,  colonial ism, race and racial izat ion in Canadian 
society.

Module 2:  The impacts of  colonizat ion,  colonial ism, race and racial izat ion on the Canadian Educat ion 
system.

Module 3:  Redesigning and rebui ld ing an equi table and racial ly- just  educat ion system.

Cost: $165/module           Register online

Equity & Racial  Justice Project

/ / 0 8

https://destiny.uregina.ca/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=1341799&showInternal=true#courseSectionDetails_1570521
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Throughout the country,  local  school  boards have an int imate understanding of  the s igni f icant chal lenges that food insecur i ty  
poses for many fami l ies.

For too many students,  the real i ty of  start ing their  school  day hungry makes learning and part ic ipat ing very chal lenging.

Whi le school  boards in al l  parts of  Canada have, for  many years,  been act ively engaged with local  and provincial  partners on the 
provis ion of  food and nutr i t ion programs for publ ic schools,  today’s announcement f rom the federal  government wi l l  prove to be 
very important for  count less students and their  fami l ies. 

The CSBA has strongly advocated for the creat ion of  a Nat ional  School  Food Program and we look forward to cont inued  
engagement wi th federal  and provincial  governments on this important work.

 

Statement from the CSBA on the Federal  
Government’s announcement of a new National 
School Food Program




