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Enrolment

Newfoundland’s decrease is due 
largely to continued migration to 
other provinces. Canada’s declining 
enrolments can be attributed to 
aging, as the children of the baby 
boomers are starting post-
secondary education – note higher 
post secondary enrolment.

There were slightly more males 
(51.6% ) enrolled in 2003/2004. This 
was generally constant over the time 
period throughout Canada.

Graduates
Driven primarily by Ontario’s 
elimination of Grade 13, just over 
335,000 people graduated from 
public elementary and secondary 
schools, up 3.0% from 1999/2000.

Excluding Ontario’s double cohort, 
the number of graduates has 
remained flat over the 1999/2000 to 
2003/2004 period.

Increases
Ontario - up 7.9% in 2001/2002, a 
year before the double cohort 
occurred. 

Why? Possibly students taking extra 
credits to graduate early to start 
post-secondary school before the 
rush caused by the elimination of 
Grade 13 the following year. In 
2002/2003, the year the double 
cohort occurred, the number of 
graduates spiked 23.9% compared 
to 2000/2001. In 2003/2004, the 
number of graduates was still high, 
with the number up 6.6% over 
2000/2001. This may be due to 
some students deciding to stay 
longer in school to increase marks 
to better compete when entering at 
the post secondary level. 

Alberta - 32,200 graduated in 
2003/2004, up 13.6% from 
1999/2000.

Increases 1999/2000 to 2003/2004
• Yukon 28.7%, 

• Northwest Territories 18.4%

• Nova Scotia 5.4%

• Manitoba 3.9%

Public School Indicators – 1997-1998 to 2003-2006 Statistics Canada

Chart 1 - % change in enrolment between 1997/’98 – 20 03/’05

Chart 2 - % change in the number of graduates

Graduates continued - Declines
In contrast, the largest declines occurred in Newfoundland and Labrador 
(17.3%), New Brunswick (10.3%) and in Saskatchewan (5.1%).

Newfoundland and Labrador’s decline was consistent with a drop in school 
enrolment, the result of out-migration to other provinces or territories.

A portion of Newfoundland and Labrador’s decline is likely due to the 
introduction of provincial examinations in 2000/2001.

www.statcan.ca/english/research/81-595-MIE/81-595-MIE2006044.pdf
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Chart 5– Student – Educator Ratio

Educators
There were just under 310,000 educators 
in Canadian public schools in 2003/2004 
- 2.3% more than 7 years ago. And 7 had 
an increase of educators since 
1997/1998.  6 had a decrease. 

As a result, the student-educator ratio 
declined everywhere, except in BC. 
While a decline in the student-educator 
ratio means fewer students per educator, 
it should be noted that the number of 
educators is not the same as class size 
as the former includes ie: principles.

The national student-educator ratio has 
declined each year over the last 7, 
decreasing 3.7% since 1997/1998.

Chart 3 - % change in the number of educators (1997- 1998 to 2003-2004)

Spending
Total spending increased at a faster rate 
than the inflation rate of 14%.
The total expenditures of public 
elementary and secondary schools in 
Canada rose by 22% in the past seven 
years, from $34.5 billion in 1997/1998 to 
$42.2 billion in 2003/2004.

Nationwide in 2003/2004, operational 
expenses represented 86% of total 
expenditures, compared to 7% for capital 
expenditures.

Other expenditures are mainly teacher 
pensions and interest on debt services.

Operational Expenditures
In 1997/1998, operational expenses in Canada 
were $29.3 billion. 6 years later - $36.4 billion, 
a 24% increase.  Note the 14% inflation rate.

Salaries - It should be noted that more than 
half of operational expenses are directly linked 
to educators’ salary expenses.

Per student expenditures - In 1997/1998 -
$6,859. 6 years later, they were $8,504, an 
increase of 24%.

Spending per student in 2003/2004
Yukon - more than $15,000
Northwest Territories - more than $13,000 
The maximum - more than $9,000 in Manitoba
The  minimum - $7,200 in Nova Scotia

Public School Indicators – 1997-1998 to 2003-2006 Statistics Canada

Chart 6 – Breakdown by type of expenditure 2003-2004

Amounts are in current dollars
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Total expenditures per capita (2003/2004)

$

% Change 1997/1998 to 2003/2004

Cost to Society

% change between 2002-2003 and 2003-2004

% change between 1997-1998 and 2003-2004

Minority Language
Regular second language program enrolments in publi c elementary and secondary schools  1997/1998 to 20 03/20042

% change between 2002-2003 and 2003-2004

% change between 1997-1998 and 2003-2004

Second language immersion enrolments in public elem entary and secondary schools  1997/1998 to 2003/200 42

Public School Indicators – 1997-1998 to 2003-2006 Statistics Canada
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