CSBA INFOPICIKS

“Keeping up with the times: Canadians and their
news media diet”

Statistics Canada analyst Leslie-Anne Keown's piece
in Canadian Social Trends offers useful information
relating to the political engagement of trustees and
potential media relations strategies.

Some findings were not surprising — most Canadians
regularly follow the news, about 90% frequently.

Seniors were more likely to follow news frequently
than young people aged 19-24 (95% versus 79%)
but young people were more likely to use the internet
(42% versus 9%)

Many of the findings about income,
occupation and age were not surprising.

gender,

But Statistics Canada’s Ms. Keown delved deeper
into the data and addressed such nuances about
availability, and political engagement.

Important findings:

Access - For a Canadian to have a varied news diet
it is essential that media be in many forms, in one’s
language of preference, be readily available and
personally accessible.

When access is limited, TV is the key source as it is
practically a staple.

TV - English-speaking frequent users who live in
more urban areas are less reliant on TV.

Civic engagement - Frequent users are more likely
to engage in non-voting political activities — go to a
meeting, volunteer, express their views formally, etc.
This was particularly pronounced when considering
those who did not participate in any activities and
those who participated in four or more.

Frequent users who chose only TV closely mirrored
those who did not follow the media at all in terms of
civic engagement.

www.statcan.ca/english/freepub/11-008-XIE/11-008-
XIE2006008.htm

Teacher Registry - Bill 21

British Columbia School
Trustees  President, Penny
Tees, (photo on left) has

advocated for an employment
registry for some time, and is
pleased to see that, if Bill 21 is
passed, a registry will be
implemented.
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New MAST President

A trustee since 1995, Yolande
has served on numerous
divisional standing and ad hoc
committees, including Chair of
the Board for six years and one
year as Vice-Chair.

On March 16, she was elected
as the President of the
Manitoba Association of School
Trustees.

She has also served on advisory
boards for CSBA as the
Manitoba representative.

She has been on the MAST
Executive for two years as
Region 3 Director - Division
Scolaire Franco - Manitobaine -
and two years as a Vice-
President.

Yolande Dupuis

Yolande and her
husband, Jean-Paul,
are the proud parents
of 8 children and 7
grandchildren.

BCSSTA President Penny Tees pleased with proposed
Teacher Employment and Discipline Registry - Bill 21

Legislation was recently introduced that will implement a
teacher employment and discipline registry, both to be
administered by the BC College of Teachers (BCCT).

Under the proposed registry, Boards that are considering
hiring a BCCT member will be able to check a list of
previous BC school employers.

This will ensure that boards are able to do complete
reference checks for prospective employees.

To ensure that the registry is kept current, boards will be
required to report on an annual basis all BCCT members
they employ, or whom they have employed over the
previous 12 months.

Bill 21 also introduces an online teacher discipline registry
that will record the names of educators who have been
suspended, had their certificates cancelled, or been
disciplined for misconduct by the College.

The registry will include College discipline for physical harm,
sexual abuse or exploitation, or significant emotional harm to
a student or minor.

BCCT members who have been disciplined by the College
for breach of its standards for conduct or competence will
also be recorded in the registry.

Thank you

Patricia Parulekar, National Director
Ottawa, March 30 2007
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