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CSBA President Lance Bean and Chair of the
House of Commons Finance Committee, Brian

Pallister, MP, after President Bean's

presentation Sept 19, 2006

U.S. School Board Victory

In December 2006, Judge Dzintra Janavs
nullified legislation that would have given
L.A. Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa substantial
authority over the Los Angeles Unified
School District, a stunning setback to
Villaraigosa's plans -- already in progress --
to assume direct control of dozens of Los
Angeles schools.

The mayor is likely to appeal.

Judge Dzintra Janavs found the entire law
defective and ordered public officials "to
refrain from enforcing or implementing" any
part of it.

"The statute makes drastic changes in the
local governance of the LAUSD, giving the
mayor a role that is unprecedented in
California," she noted in her ruling, adding
that the law "completely deprives the LAUSD
governing board of any ability to control or
influence the actions or decisions” in schools
directly under the mayor's control.

The judge rejected the goal of the mayor’s
intent as contrary to the California
Constitution on humerous grounds.

“Fundamentally,” she said, “the Constitution
forbids transferring authority over schools to
entities outside the public school system.”
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Good News on the GST
In the Report from the federal finance committee on pre-budget
consultations, the committee recommended that the federal
government “ensure a full rebate on the GST paid by universities,
colleges, school boards and hospitals and on behalf of scholarly
research materials.” (Recommendation 25)

Says CSBA President Bean, “Thanks go to previous CSBA
Presidents, CSBA member associations and school board
representatives who have campaigned tirelessly for many years.
While this does not guarantee the government will remove the
GST on school board purchases, the committee recommendation
is a significant step forward. The CSBA shall continue its efforts
on this as well as other priorities of school boards.”

The committee also made an important recommendation with
respect to another CSBA priority, immigrant and refugee
students: “...the federal government — in conjunction with the
provincial/territorial governments and relevant stakeholders —
develop a plan to ensure that appropriate, properly funded and
equitable immigration settlement and integration services are
available throughout Canada.....” (Recommendation 10)

Access the report at www.gc.ca/FINA

Human Early Learning Partnership, BCSTA to examine
development instrument scores

The Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP) has won a
Canada Council grant to work with the British Columbia School
Trustees Association on examining the changes in Early
Development Instrument Scores (EDI). Through this examination,
HELP Director and University of British Columbia Professor Clyde
Hertzman and his colleagues — including Dr. Janet Mort, author of
The EDI Impact Study, and HELP Senior Research Manager
Michelle Wiens — will be able to identify districts’ early childhood
development programs that are working.

The major role of BCSTA will be consultative. BCSTA will monitor
the process, advise on selection of districts, processes, questions
to be asked, and the reporting-out body. HELP would like to
engage all school trustees in the province in thinking about the
topic, and raising awareness on the issues.

early

www.bcsta.org

US School Board Victory ( continued )

She cited a constitutional amendment that removed municipal
authority over school districts and reflects the people's will to
separate municipal from school functions due to the variety of
conflicts that arise between their respective interests.

The Judge said that "The mayor of and the members of the
Council of Mayors are not 'authorities' within the public school
system or 'officers of the public schools.”

She also concluded that the new law violated the Los Angeles
City Charter and the state Constitution by emasculating the
school board's authority and by putting Villaraigosa in conflicting

management roles. www.latimes.com/news/local/la-ex-
lausd21dec22,0,5395774.story?coll=la-home-headlines
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