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Good NewsGood News
Be proud - Canadian students outperform the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) average, if 
not rank at the top in science, reading and mathematics.

Every student counts – the goal of locally elected trustees.  
All provinces demonstrate more equity in performance 
compared to all OECD countries combined – we are 
accomplishing a social revolution in creating the foundation of 
economic equity and excellence.

Our challenge was more complex than it was for other 
countries - Tests in Canada were conducted in French and 
English – although many of our students’ first language is 
neither.  Canada is much larger than most of the 57 other 
countries taking part in the test – our delivery costs are that 
much higher.  And we spend less.

The PISA tests measure complex understanding: In 
Canada’s case, mastery - The ten participating Canadian 
provinces undertook additional testing regarding school 
experiences, work activities and relationships with others to 
ensure a fuller understanding of the educational experience.

The tests have a downstream implication for the Canadian 
economy - These tests measure understanding, ability to 
analyse, interpret and explain to capture a full picture of the 
mastery of Canadian students in science, reading and 
mathematics.  This additional information is vital to 
understanding future success in academia and the technology 
oriented workplaces of the future. 

Agriculture too is one of the most scientifically driven sectors of 
the Canadian economy and is critical to our gross domestic 
product (GDP) - it demands a strong basic mastery of science, 
reading and mathematics.

Democracy is Efficient
The table in the upper right corner shows Canada spending less 
on education than 17 other countries in the OECD. (Education at 
a Glance – OECD 2006. p. 32)

The table directly to the right shows that Canada is larger than
all of those other countries, including the United States.  (CIA 
Fact Book www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html)

Early CSBA research indicates that Canada’s efficiency likely 
arises from school boards being the most efficient deliverer of 
public education.  Some provinces have data showing that 
school boards deliver education less expensively that provincial
governments.  

Furthermore, democracy is the driver behind every student 
counts.
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Average scores and confidence intervals for Canadian Average scores and confidence intervals for Canadian 
provinces and countries: Combined scienceprovinces and countries: Combined science Page 16

White space shows    
Canadian     average   

The combined science score mergesidentifying scientific issues, 
explaining phenomena scientifically, and using scientific evidence.  
(graph to the right)

High percentage of high achievers– The OECD average was about 
9% of students performing at Level 5 or above,  Canadian provinces 
had 15%.

(graphs belowpage 25)

White space shows Canadian 
average

Percentage of students 
with low level proficiency 
(level 1 or below)

page 25

Percentage of  students with 
high level  proficiency (level 
5 or above)

page 25

The United States has 24% of low 
level scorers - the same as Greece 
and Portugal despite spending  
significantly more than Canada, 
Greece or Portugal.
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Equity : Canada was one of the very few countries with both above average performance and below average disparity.  The 
countries that performed lower than Canada, performed significantly lower.  

p. 29
All of the provinces had below average levels of variation in reading and  mathematics – this means Canadian school board put 
into practice their goal of excellence for each and every student better than most other countries in the world.                p. 29 & p. 33

Estimated 
Average Score 
Mathematics

p. 31

Estimated 
Average Score 
Reading

p. 30

The material below is derived from Statistics Canada’s Public School Indicators1997-1998 to 2003-2006 p. 15.  You will find it 
summarized in the September 7th 2007 CSBA InfoPick.
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Total expenditures per capita Canada (2003/2004)


