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Statistics Canada’s Annual Public school indicators - 1999/2000 to 2005/2006

Spending rose 27.6% to $47.4 billion. The CPI 

rose 15.2% over the same period.

The cost of educating a student rose from  $7,357 to 

$9,704 an increase of 31.9% or twice that of inflation.

Among the provinces, the annual cost per student in 

2005/2006 ranged from a high of more than $10,000 in 

Alberta and Manitoba to a low of about $7,650 in Prince 

Edward Island.

The number of educators was up 2.5% from six years 

earlier. There were slightly over 329,000 educators in 

Canadian public schools in 2005/2006.

Please note that these above spending figures include 

Nunavut and the territories.

From the Publications module of the Statistics Canada 

website, under Free Internet publications, choose 

Education, training and learning, then Culture, Tourism 

and the Centre for Education Statistics: Research Papers 

or www.statcan.ca/bsolc/english/bsolc?catno=81-595-

MIE2008067

StatsCan’s recently released Summary public school 

indicators for the provinces and territories examines 

trends in enrolment, graduates and the number of 

educators and financial statistics, such as total spending 

and spending per student, in public elementary and 

secondary schools.

Highlights

Enrolments - Just over 5.2 million children were 

enrolled in 2005/2006, down 3% from 1999/2000. Only 

Alberta reported an increase – 1% or 552,000 students.

Newfoundland and Labrador experienced the largest 

decline: 18.4% which is consistent with population 

estimates showing the school-age population 

falling 17.7%.

Other declines ranged from 10.1% in Nova Scotia to 

Ontario’s 0.6%.

High School Graduation - up 3%. Just under 314,000 

individuals graduated in 2005/2006.

Alberta experienced the fastest increase 

32,400 graduated in 2005/2006, up 14.2%.

In Ontario, the number of graduates in 2005/2006 had 

returned to 2000/2001 levels after a period of higher 

numbers caused by the elimination of Grade 13.

The high school graduation rate was close to 75% 

in 2005/2006, unchanged from 1999/2000. Graduation 

rates were highest in the Atlantic provinces and 

Saskatchewan, and lowest in Alberta and the three 

territories.
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Table A.12 Average remuneration per educator (minus Territories & Nunavut because their costs are significantly higher) 

1999/2000 to 2005/2006 (in current dollars) 
www.statcan.ca/english/research/81-595-MIE/81-595-MIE2008067.pdf
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Table A.12 continued

Average Salary

School Year


