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Statistics Canada’s major education report

Summary Public School Indicators for the Provinces and Territories, 1998/1999 to 2004/2005

Statistics Canada’s Centre for Education Statistics has released 
its summaries (counts) of enrollments, graduates, educators, 
student-educator rations, and spending in Canada.

The following has been extracted from that document which can 
be found on the Statistics Canada website in their very extensive 
education section.

This is an annual report generally released at the end of August. 
www.statcan.ca/bsolc/english/bsolc?catno=81-595-M2007050

Some considerations:

1. The Northwest Territories, Yukon and Nunavut have been 
excluded from some of the comparisons as, due to the size 
of their regions and small population have data that is 
vastly different from the rest of Canada.

2. Canadian numbers are averaged from the provincial 
numbers and thus will not be found in the original Statistics 
Canada document.

3. Please compare this document to the InfoPick comparing 
Canadian academic ranking in the PISA (Programme for 
International Student Assessment) produced by the OECD 
(Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development) which finds Canadian students ranking 
among the highest in the world.  Note also the fact that 
Canada spends less than most countries that achieve 
lower results, and less than the few countries that rank 
higher.  Furthermore, the countries achieving higher are 
smaller than Newfoundland and have a homogenous 
population.

4. For those readers outside the school board system, note 
that school boards make most of the decisions regarding 
expenditures. For example: educator costs are an 
indication of the programming choices made by school 
boards to meet the needs of communities;  Capital costs 
are, for example, indications of decisions to open or close 
schools to ensure maximum efficiencies while offering as 
much choice as possible. 

Quick facts:

• Enrollment is decreasing in all 
provinces except in Alberta and 
Ontario.

• Much of the decreases are due 
to migration.  However, there is 
an overall national decline 
attributable to an aging 
population. 

• Spending increased at a fairly 
steady rate throughout Canada, 
except in Ontario which 
experienced a noticeable dip 
from 1999 until 2003 when it 
increased again.

• However, as a percentage of 
total provincial expenditures, 
Ontario generally ranks the 
highest.

• Recently, Newfoundland injec-
ted significant amounts in 
education – not noted in this 
report.

• There were slightly more males 
than females enrolled in 
Canadian public schools in 
2004/2005, with 51.4% of 
enrolments consisting of males. 

• Total spending increased faster 
than inflation rising by 24.6% in 
the past seven years, from 
$35.7 billion in 1998/1999 to 
$44.5 billion in 2004/2005.

• Inflation rose 15% during the 
same time frame. 

Patricia Parulekar, National Director
September 7, 2007
Ottawa
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Extracted from Table 1
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as of September) were very close 
for Saskatchewan and Manitoba

Ontario

Headcount Enrollment Headcount Enrollment –– KK--1212

Summary Public School Indicators for the Provinces and Territories, 1998/1999 to 2004/2005   (cont)
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Ontario
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KK--12 Capital expenditures 12 Capital expenditures 
in millions of current dollars

Extracted from Table 14

10.6

8.0

8.8

21.7

9.7

19.8

11.2

N.L.

5.7

11.1

13.1

6.8

8.7

10.3

10

P.E.I.

60.5

75.7

92.8

111

302.5

60

18.9

N.S.1

59

41.6

34.3

47.3

40.6

45.5

26.1

N.B.

485.2

461.9

582.2

499.1

504.6

448.7

448.3

Que.

1,799.30

1,542.40

1,279.30

1,418.20

1,503.70

1,415.90

1,253.10

Ont.

206.9266.88159.33,065.4004-'05

207.730274.2732,833.9003-'04
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KK--12 Operating expenditures12 Operating expenditures
in millions of current dollars,

Extracted from Table 13b
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