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Overview
The members of the CSBA are provincial school 
boards associations. They represent just over 250 
school boards serving more than three million 
elementary and  secondary school students. The 
CSBA advocates excellence in public education and 
promotes the value of locally elected school boards 
through collaboration, research and information 
sharing. 

Structure
School board trustees1 vote for and provide direction 
to their provincial associations.  CSBA member 
associations each appoint a voting representative to 
serve on the CSBA Board of Directors.  This Board 
determines national policy positions and the range 
and depth of services the CSBA provides. 

The Annual General Meeting
The designated representatives of the CSBA 
member associations who sit on the CSBA Board of 
Directors, vote on the formal business.

It is vital that trustees participating in the Annual 
General Meeting ask questions and provide 
suggestions on the formal business items as well on 
the policy priorities.  

The Board conducts a special session during the 
AGM to present the current priorities of the CSBA 
to ask trustees to share their experiences and offer 
suggestions.  This is an important session, as the 
experiences, opinions and suggestions shape the 
direction of subsequent board decisions. 

1 The term for trustees is commissioners in Quebec and school board representatives in 
Nova Scotia

History
The CSBA was founded in 1923 by school 
trustees from Ontario, Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and British Columbia in 
recognition of the need for a national 
forum on education. It was incorporated 
under federal statute as a non-profit 
organization in 1965. 

Purposes
To support the development of strong 
member school board associations by:

• Facilitating the addressing issues of 
common interests

• Strengthening  democratically elected 
school boards across Canada

• Leveraging member resources by 
sharing best practices and ideas

• Advocating the interests of member 
associations to the federal  
government and other national 
organizations on issues of common 
interest or within federal jurisdiction

• Providing a forum for information 
exchange on all governance matters 
pertaining to K-12 education

• Leadership and professional 
development of member association 
leadership and staff.
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Rick Johnson, CSBA President (2008-
2009, elected July 2008) Kathleen 
Wynn, Education Minister, Ontario 
and CSBA President Tabachnick 
(2007-2008). Friends of the CSBA 
Reception. February 2008 Toronto
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Rick Johnson – CSBA President- The CSBA Board of Directors proudly announced the acclamation of Rick 
Johnson, Past CSBA Vice-President, Past President of the Ontario Public School Boards’ Association (OPSBA) and 
the Chair of the Trillium Lakelands District School Board to the CSBA Presidency during the CSBA Annual General 
Meeting held July 5th in Regina.

Nada Borden – CSBA Vice-President- The CSBA Board also proudly announced 
the acclamation of Nada Borden, Past President of the Newfoundland and 
Labrador School Boards Association and a Trustee with the Western School 
District Board.

Bio in Brief:
• 1997 - Elected as a trustee to the Trillium Lakelands District School Board

• Chair of Trillium Lakelands and member of many special Committees

• An OPSBA director for 4 years

• 2001 - Elected OPSBA 2nd Vice President

• 2002 & 2003 - Elected OPSBA 1st Vice President

• 2004 2007 - OPSBA President

• 2007 – CSBA Vice-President

• Served and continues to serve on many OPSBA and CSBA Committees

The President, ViceThe President, Vice--President and SecretariatPresident and Secretariat

Patricia Parulekar, National Director and CEO, joined the CSBA midway through 2005. 

• Private and non-profit senior management

• Lobbyist, a market and public policy analyst, and a marketing and management consultant.

• MBA from Queens and an undergraduate degree in economics and political science from the 
University of Ottawa

• Ottawa Congress Centre Board Member and volunteer with many charitable and arts 
organizations
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Bio in Brief:
• 2004  Chair of the interim Consolidated Board of the Western School District

• 2004 - Today - Chair of the new Western School District, serves on many Board 
committees

• 2005 – 2008 President of the newly reconstituted Newfoundland and Labrador 
School Boards Association 

• Volunteer in other community organizations, including Director of Finance for the Corner Brook 50th Anniversary 
Celebrations Committee

• A 2-year term as Director of Blomidon Golf & Country Club

• Six years on the board of Junior Achievement, President for 3 years and Treasurer of Provincial Board for one year

• Chair of Employment Insurance Appeals Board

• Employer member of negotiating team for NLTA negotiations

• Other voluntary contributions to her community include fundraising for the Cancer Society, services as a (past) 
member of Humber Rotary Club, and service to numerous internal committees at College of North Atlantic 
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Maximize Member Resources
• Facilitates member sharing of resources

• Facilitates member sharing of information 

• Provides a forum for members to learn from each 
other

• Providesnational and international professional 
development opportunities for member 
executives and senior staff of associations

Internal Relations
• Builds a national corporate culture of cooperation 

toward the common goal of student excellence

• Builds a national expert team of member staff 
who can efficiently be deployed to deliver 
national goals

Information Brokerage
• Monitors and distributes salient information about 

relevant trends

• Identifies and validates best practices research

• Builds relationships with high quality research 
organizations committed to student excellence and the 
support of CSBA priorities

• Identifies valuable learning opportunities

• Supports the marketing of member professional 
development offerings

Advocacy
• Coordinates advocacy efforts of CSBA members on 

shared national policy priorities

• Advocates member interests on shared national 
policy priorities

• Builds strategic alliances to support national policy 
priorities

• Maintains an open dialogue with the Council of 
Ministers of Education, CMEC

• Builds national profile and awareness of the role of 
and need for locally elected school boards

• Raises profile with the general public about issues of 
importance to CSBA members

Examples 
• Trustee professional development

• Best practices in improving high school completion 
rates

• Best practices in evaluation of board senior executives

• Trustee compensation practices

• Practices in association management and services

Examples 
• CSBA InfoPicks – weekly 1 pager with brief 

descriptions of information items of interest to CSBA 
members with weblinks

• CSBA InfoBackgrounders – longer pieces on CSBA 
priorities

• CSBA Alerts – about important emergent issues

Results 
• Expanded Settlement Workers in Schools Program

• All party federal Finance Committee support for CSBA 
recommendations regarding the GST, aboriginal 
student funding and immigrant and refugee student 
support (2007)

• Exclusive Friends of the CSBA events

• Lead Province research on Copyright, Immigrant and 
Refugee student achievement (OPSBA), high school 
completion rates (National Office & ASBA), Closing 
the Gap conference on Aboriginal Education (ASBA)

• Education amendment included in 2008 Copyright 
legislation

• Major national research organizations supporting 
CSBA policy priorities with research

Results 
• Leadership development of member associations

• Increased sharing between members

What Does The Canadian School Boards Association Do?What Does The Canadian School Boards Association Do?
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• Supporting the efforts of the members to share and develop resources together
Patricia Parulekar
National Director

CSBA

• Educational program at Annual General Meetings

• Can engage expert consultants

• A modular member governance training program in a password protected 
website and directly delivered in special sessions           

www.nssba.ednet.ns.ca

Sharon Findlay-MacPhee  
Manager

Nova Scotia School 
Boards Association

• Educational program at Annual General Meetings

• Developing Modules & Program.  Leading CSBA National Committee to 
better share and develop programs                               www.schoolboardsnl.ca

Brian Shortall
Executive Director

Newfoundland & 
Labrador School 
Boards Association

Expert consultants 
• Educational program at Annual General Meetings

• Tailored programs and program consultations                     www.qesba.qc.ca
Kimberly Hamilton

Quebec English School 
Boards Association

Expert, specifically dedicated staff and consultants
• Educational program at General Meetings, Public Education Symposium

• Tailored programs and program consultations 

• Extensive information on website                                www.opsba.org

Bob Williams
Susan Weinberg

Ontario Public School 
Boards’ Association

Expert, specifically dedicated staff and consultants
• Provincial and regional workshops and at the General Meetings 
• Tailored board development and facilitation services. Partner with relevant 

institutions and organisations to deliver learning opportunities
• Extensive information on website                                www.mast.mb.ca

Carolyn Duhamel
Executive Director

Manitoba Association 
of School Trustees

Expert, specifically dedicated staff and consultants
• Educational program at General Meetings 

• Tailored programs and program consultations 

• Extensive information on website                               www.saskschoolboards.ca

Barry Bashutski
Senior Director of 
Education Services

Saskatchewan School 
Boards Association 

Expert, specifically dedicated staff and consultants
• Educational program at General Meetings 

• Tailored programs and program consultations 

• Extensive information on website                                www.asba.ab.ca

Donna Engel 
Director, Corporate 
Services

Alberta School Boards 
Association

Expert, specifically dedicated staff and consultants
• Training at Conferences, Trustee Academies, Educational program at General 

Meetings 

• Tailored programs and program consultations; Facilitations

• Extensive information on website                                www.bcsta.org

Robert Goodall 
Senior Director, 
Education

British Columbia 
School Trustees 
Association

ServicesContact NameAssociation

CSBA Member Trustee DevelopmentCSBA Member Trustee Development
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CSBA Priorities & StatusCSBA Priorities & Status

6  of  7

·Collecting information
·CSBA marketing information about member programs 

NLSBA 
OPSBA
MAST 
Saskatchewan n

Professional 
Development of 
Trustees

·Collating data;  National Office providing economic and demographic 
information
·Building relationship with CMEC and senior provincial government officials 

Saskatchewan 
NLSBA

Innovative Models 
of Education 
Delivery

·CSBA reinforcing message with the Council of Ministers of Education and 
building support among (national) opinion and business leaders
·BCSTA hosted a CSBA Presidents’ Panel on Democracy in Education(April 
2008); NSSBA hosted a Partners Panel on Governance (May 2008 Forum)

All CSBA 
Associations

Promoting Locally 
Elected Boards

·Ongoing lobbying federally and by provincial associations at the provincial 
level
·Settlement Workers in Schoolsprogramme expanded in Ontario and extended to 
BC and Alberta

OPSBA
ASBA
BCSTA

Immigrant and 
Refugee students

·ASBA organized best practices conference, “Closing the Gap” in April 2008 –
National Director liaising with appropriate bodies, including CMEC and 
supporting relationship building between member associations and aboriginal 
organisations
·Ongoing lobbying federally and by provincial associations at the provincial 
level

ASBA
BCSTA
Saskatchewan 
NSSBA 

Aboriginal 
Education

·Linking with research, opinion and business leaders to build public support; 
compiling best practices, 2 draft consultation papers and annotated research list

National Director
ASBA Task Force

High School 
Completion 

·Lobbying kits and Presentations in 2005, 2006, 2007 to federal Finance 
Committees.  

National OfficeGST

·OPSBA sharing research and legal opinions OPSBACopyright

Key Activity
Lead & 
CommitteePriority



Canadian School Boards Association  
L’Association canadienne des commissions/conseils scolaires

The national voice of school boards  • Le porte-parole national des commissions/conseils scolaires

www.cdnsba.org

CSBA DecisionCSBA Decision--Making PrinciplesMaking Principles
Is student achievement the overriding goal?

Is the project meaningful for school boards across the country? 

Can we access the considerable talent and expertise in CSBA member 
associations?  

Is the goal measurable and achievable within a reasonable time frame? 

Nada Borden and Brian Shortall. CSBA Board Meeting, Halifax.  November 2007

• CSBA InfoAlert Sniffer DogDecision - by the Alberta School Boards Association 
and British Columbia School Trustees Association 

Supreme Court Sniffer Dog 
Decision

• CSBA submissions to finance committees and lobbying kitsGoods and Services Tax

• Copyright Changes & Education Amendment #1
• Copyright Clarity for Education #2
• Copyright for Education & Fair Dealing #3
• Copyright Education Change Doesn't Narrow Fair Dealing #4

Copyright

• InfoPicks October 5 2007 – “Great Readings on Governance & Trustee 
Development Offerings of CSBA Members”

• InfoPicks May 4 2007 – Trustee Development Offerings of CSBA Members
• Sharing information about professional development practices

Professional Development of 
Trustees

• Research underway
Innovative Models of 
Education Delivery

• InfoPicks on Education Democracy and educational excellence
Promoting Locally Elected 
School Boards

• Meeting the Language Learning and Settlement Needs of Immigrant Children and 
Youth in Canada’s School Systems  (2006)

• Summary (July 2007 AGM)
• Summary (July 2008 AGM)

Educational Success of 
Immigrant and Refugee 
students

• Closing the Gaps in Alberta First Nations, Metis and Inuit Education, conference 
hosted by ASBA (April 2008).  Draft Action Plan to CSBA Board arising from 
Closing the Gap Conference

• Please see ASBA website for materials from presenters.

Educational Success of 
Aboriginal Students in the 
Public System

• Discussion Paper # 1 - Key Contributing Factors to High School Completion Rates
• Discussion Paper # 2 - High School Completion Rates
• Annotated High School Completion Rate Research List 
• High School Completion Rate InfoBackgrounder (2007)

High School Completion 
Rates

Activities and Documents ListPriority
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