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Overview
The members of the CSBA are provincial school 
boards associations. They represent just over 250 
school boards serving more than three million 
elementary and  secondary school students. The 
CSBA advocates excellence in public education and 
promotes the value of locally elected school boards 
through collaboration, research and information 
sharing. 

Structure
School board trustees1 vote for and provide direction 
to their provincial associations.  CSBA member 
associations each appoint a voting representative to 
serve on the CSBA Board of Directors.  This Board 
determines national policy positions and the range 
and breadth of services the CSBA will provide to 
CSBA members. 

The Annual General Meeting
The designated representatives of the CSBA 
member associations who sit on the CSBA Board of 
Directors, vote on the formal business.

It is vital that trustees participating in the AGM ask 
questions and provide suggestions on the formal 
business items as well on the policy priorities.  

Time is are allocated to allow trustees to question 
each report and business item.

The Board conducts a special session to present the 
current priorities of the CSBA to ask trustees to 
share their experiences and offer suggestions.  This 
is an important session, as the experiences, opinions 
and suggestions will shape the direction of 
subsequent board decisions. 

1 The term for trustees is commissioners in Quebec and school board representatives in 
Nova Scotia

Board of Directors Meetings
Congress 2007 - Congress 2008

July 3, 2007 Annual General Meeting, Montreal, QC

September 11, 2007 Conference Call

October 11, 2007 Conference Call

November 5th & 6th, 2007 Halifax

February 25th & 26th, 2008 Toronto

April  2008 Conference Call

May 2008 Conference Call

July 5th 2008 Annual General Meeting, Regina

History
The CSBA was founded in 1923 by school 
trustees from Ontario, Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and British Columbia in 
recognition of the need for a national 
forum on education. It was incorporated 
under federal statute as a non-profit 
organization in 1965. 

Purposes
To support the development of strong 
member school board associations by:

• Facilitating addressing issues of 
common interests

• Strengthening  democratically elected 
school boards across Canada

• Leveraging member resources by 
sharing best practices and ideas

• Strongly advocating the collective 
interests of member associations to 
the federal  government and other 
national organizations on issues of 
common interest or within federal 
jurisdiction

• Providing a forum for information 
exchange on all governance matters 
pertaining to K-12 education

• Leadership and professional 
development of member association 
leadership and staff.
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David Anderson
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Brian Shortall
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Quebec English School Boards Association
(QESBA)

British Columbia School Trustees Association
(BCSTA)

Alberta School Boards Association
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Saskatchewan School Boards Association

Manitoba Association of School Trustees
(MAST)
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(OPSBA)

Nova Scotia School Boards Association
(NSSBA)
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Newfoundland & Labrador School Boards Association
(NLSBA)
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President Tabachnick and Vice-President Johnson were elected at the July 2007 
CSBA Annual General Meeting held in Calgary.

Marcus Tabachnick, President of the CSBA, has also served as the CSBA Vice-
President.  He is also the President of the Quebec English School Boards 
Association (QESBA) since 2003 and Chair of the Lester B. Pearson School Board 
since 1998. 

He was first elected as a School Commissioner (trustee in the rest of Canada!) in 
May 1987.  Before this date, Marcus was already a leader among members of 
various volunteer groups; he served as a Vice-President of the Québec Federation 
of Home & School Associations at the provincial level.
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She has been a lobbyist, a market and public policy analyst, and a marketing 
and management consultant.  In addition to graduate coursework in 
educational administration, she has an MBA from Queens and an 
undergraduate degree in economics and political science from the
University of Ottawa.

She is currently on the Board of the Ottawa Congress Centre and a 
volunteer with many charitable and arts organizations

��

Some biographical facts:

• 1997 - Elected as a trustee to the Trillium Lakelands District School Board

• Past Chair of Trillium Lakelands and member of many special Committees

• An OPSBA director for 4 years

• 2001 - Elected OPSBA 2nd Vice President

• 2002 & 2003 - Elected OPSBA 1st Vice President

• 2004 2007 - OPSBA President

• Served and continues to serve on many OPSBA and CSBA Committees

Marcus has been President of a specialized fabric sales and manufacturing firm and Management Consultant 
with expertise in sales, marketing, import and export.    He  has  also  been  a  member  of  Montreal’s  Board  
of  Directors    of  Centraide (United  Way, 1998-2001)  and  of  the   organizing committee for the 2001 
Québec Summer Games. 

��

The President, ViceThe President, Vice--President and SecretariatPresident and Secretariat

Rick has spent the last ten years working toward excellence in education for all: “The power and  value of 
school board democracy lies in the basic principle that locally elected trustees best represent the unique needs 
of their communities and are the strongest advocates for schools in which all children achieve.”��

��

Rick Johnson, CSBA Vice-President, was also the President of the Ontario Public School Boards’
Association (OPSBA) and is a Trustee with the Trillium Lakelands District School Board.   

Patricia Parulekar, National Director and CEO, joined the CSBA midway through 2005.  Her 
background is in both private and non-profit senior management.  In both, a main activity has been in 
creating new services or products, and starting new organizations and companies.
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Maximize Member Resources
• Facilitates member sharing of resources

• Facilitates member sharing of information 

• Provides a forum for members to learn from each 
other

• Providesnational and international professional 
development opportunities for member 
executives and senior staff of associations

Internal Relations
• Builds a national corporate culture of cooperation 

toward the common goal of student excellence

• Builds a national expert team of member staff 
who can efficiently be deployed to deliver 
national goals

Information Brokerage
• Monitors and distributes salient information about 

relevant trends

• Identifies and validates best practices research

• Builds relationships with high quality research 
organizations committed to student excellence and the 
support of CSBA priorities

• Identifies valuable learning opportunities

• Supports the marketing of member professional 
development offerings

Advocacy
• Coordinates advocacy efforts of CSBA members on 

shared national policy priorities

• Advocates member interests on shared national 
policy priorities

• Builds strategic alliances to support national policy 
priorities

• Maintains an open dialogue with the Council of 
Ministers of Education

• Builds national profile and awareness of the role of 
and need for locally elected school boards

• Raises profile with the general public about issues of 
importance to CSBA members

Examples 
• Trustee professional development

• Best practices in improving high school completion 
rates

• Best practices in evaluation of board senior executives

• Trustee compensation practices

• Practices in association management and services

Examples 
• CSBA InfoPicks – weekly 1 pager with brief 

descriptions of information items of interest to CSBA 
members with weblinks

• CSBA InfoBackgrounders – longer pieces on CSBA 
priorities

• CSBA Alerts – about important emergent issues

Results 
• Expanded Settlement Workers in Schools Program

• All party federal Finance Committee support for CSBA 
recommendations regarding the GST, aboriginal 
student funding and immigrant and refugee student 
support

• Friends of the CSBA exclusive events

• Lead Province research on Copyright, Immigrant and 
Refugee student achievement

• Major national research organizations supporting 
CSBA policy priorities with research

Results 
• Leadership development of member associations

• Increased sharing between members

What Does The Canadian School Boards Association Do?What Does The Canadian School Boards Association Do?
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• Supporting the efforts of the members to share and develop resources together
Patricia Parulekar
National Director

CSBA

• Educational program at Annual General Meetings

• Can engage expert consultants

• A modular member governance training program in a password protected 
website and directly delivered in special sessions           

www.nssba.ednet.ns.ca

Sharon Findlay-MacPhee  
Manager

Nova Scotia School 
Boards Association

• Educational program at Annual General Meetings

• Developing Modules & Program.  Leading CSBA National Committee to 
better share and develop programs                               www.schoolboardsnl.ca

Brian Shortall
Executive Director

Newfoundland & 
Labrador School 
Boards Association

Expert consultants 
• Educational program at Annual General Meetings

• Tailored programs and program consultations                     www.qesba.qc.ca
Kimberly Hamilton

Quebec English School 
Boards Association

Expert, specifically dedicated staff and consultants
• Educational program at General Meetings, Public Education Symposium

• Tailored programs and program consultations 

• Extensive information on website                                www.opsba.org

Bob Williams
Susan Weinberg

Ontario Public School 
Boards’ Association

Expert, specifically dedicated staff and consultants
• Provincial and regional workshops and at the General Meetings 
• Tailored board development and facilitation services. Partner with relevant 

institutions and organisations to deliver needed learning opportunities
• Extensive information on website                                www.mast.mb.ca

Carolyn Duhamel
Executive Director

Manitoba Association 
of School Trustees

Expert, specifically dedicated staff and consultants
• Educational program at General Meetings 

• Tailored programs and program consultations 

• Extensive information on website                               www.saskschoolboards.ca

Barry Bashutski
Senior Director of 
Education Services

Saskatchewan School 
Boards Association 

Expert, specifically dedicated staff and consultants
• Educational program at General Meetings 

• Tailored programs and program consultations 

• Extensive information on website                                www.asba.ab.ca

Donna Engel 
Director, Corporate 
Services

Alberta School Boards 
Association

Expert, specifically dedicated staff and consultants
• Training at Conferences, Trustee Academies, Educational program at General 

Meetings 

• Tailored programs and program consultations; Facilitations

• Extensive information on website                                www.bcsta.org

Robert Goodall 
Senior Director, 
Education

British Columbia 
School Trustees 
Association

ServicesContact NameAssociation

CSBA Member Trustee DevelopmentCSBA Member Trustee Development
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• Paper prepared by OPSBA (2006). OPSBA can 
be called upon for focused advice.  Committee 
supporting OPSBA efforts and developing best 
practices for member associations to share. 

• During the 2006 CSBA presentation to the 
Federal Finance Committee, Past-President Bean 
requested that the federal government properly 
support the integration needs of immigrant and 
refugee students and their families. The 
Committee’s Recommendation 10 – “the federal 
government — in conjunction with the 
provincial/territorial governments and relevant 
stakeholders — develop a plan to ensure that 
appropriate, properly funded and equitable 
immigration settlement and integration services 
are available throughout Canada…..”

• Federal government expanding Settlement 
Workers in Schools Program throughout country 
as per CSBA lobbying

Assist member associations 
in serving immigrant and 
refugee students

Lead
OPSBA

Committee 
ASBA
BCSTA

Educational 
Success of 
Immigrant 
and Refugee 
students

• ASBA organizing best practices conference

• CSBA taking part in Society for Advancement of 
Excellence in Education Best Practices 
Conference (November 2007)

• National Director liaising with appropriate 
bodies, including CMEC and supporting 
relationship building between member 
associations and aboriginal organisations

• National Director meeting with research 
organizations to obtain support and research

Improve outcomes through 
best practices

Lead
ASBA

Committee 
BCSTA
Saskatchewan School 
Boards Association
NSSBA

Educational 
Success of 
Aboriginal 
Students in 
the Public 
System

• Collating research

• Creating best practices materials

• Linking with opinion and business leaders to 
build public support for school board efforts

• National Director linking with Statistics Canada 
research group and CMEC officials

Assist member associations 
identify effective practices

Lead
National Director

High School 
Completion 
Rates

StatusKey Expected ResultPriority
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StatusKey Expected ResultPriority

• All Associations active

• National Director reinforcing message with 
the Council of Ministers of Education and 
building support among (national) opinion 
and business leaders

• CSBA’s Friends of the CSBAevents –
CMEC and  leadership of important 
education organisations

• Advocacy staff of member associations 
developing national plan

Member associations have 
tools to support their school 
boards to promote 
democratic, local education 
governance

Reinforcing 
Democratic, 
Local, 
Education 
Governance

• Lead province collating data

• National Director providing forecasts and 
pertinent national economic and 
demographic information

• National Director building relationship with 
CMEC and senior provincial government 
officials to support CSBA member efforts

Transform education 
delivery to meet new 
economic and demographic 
realities

Lead

Saskatchewan School 
Boards Association 

Committee

NLSBA

QESBA

Innovative 
Models of 
Education 
Delivery
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CSBA DecisionCSBA Decision--Making PrinciplesMaking Principles

Is student achievement the overriding goal?

Is the project meaningful for school boards across the country? 

Can we access the considerable talent and expertise in CSBA member 
associations?  

Is the goal measurable and achievable within a reasonable time frame? 

CSBA Priorities & StatusCSBA Priorities & Status

Nada Borden, President & Brian Shortall, Executive Director, Newfoundland and Labrador School Boards Association.   
CSBA Board Meeting, Halifax.  Nov 5th 2007
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StatusKey Expected ResultPriority

• Lead province collecting information

• National Director collating and sharing 
information about member association 
development opportunities

• National Director disseminating information 
about member association programs to non-
members and other interested parties

Support provincial 
associations in delivering 
high quality, relevant 
materials and training, lever 
resources and reduce 
individual costs by 
increasing sharing

Lead
NLSBA 

Committee
Saskatchewan School Boards 
Association
OPSBA
MAST

Trustee 
Professional 
Development

• Please find submissions to federal finance 
committees on www.cdnsba.org.  

• A lobbying kit was prepared for CSBA 
member associations

• President Bean presented (September 19, 
2006) to the federal Finance Committee.  
The Committee, in its December 2006 
report, recommended a full GST rebate to 
school boards.

• The government did not act on the 
Committee’s recommendations.

100% rebate of the GST 

Lead – National Office.  
Member associations and 
their school boards lobby 
federal MPs in their 
provincesFully 

reimburse the 
GST paid by 
school boards

• OPSBA sharing research and legal opinions 
conducted with expert National Committee

• National Director communicating OPSBA 
research to opinion leaders and MPs 

Ensure optimum rates and 
practices  for school boards

Lead
OPSBA

Copyright
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Lead – President and National Office.  All member associations 
contribute research and lobbying.

GST on School Board 
Purchases

All – Developing a national public affairs strategy
Raising the Profile of 
Democratically Elected 
School Boards

Executive Directors from all Member AssociationsFee Structure

OPSBA, BCSTA, Saskatchewan School Boards Association, 
Alberta School Boards Association, Nova Scotia School Boards 
Association

Editing

OPSBA until December 2006Compass

ASBA until July 2006Bookkeeping

OPSBAFinancial Oversight

2005 – BCSTA 2006 QESBA
2007 – ASBA 2008 SSBA
2009 – NSSBA

Congress

Chair, Penny Tees, BCSTA – July 2006 – July 2007
Members
Rick Johnson, OPSBA  Maureen Kubinec, ASBA
David Birnbaum, QESBA David Anderson, ASBA

Constitution Committee

Chair, Lance Bean, Past-President, CSBA
Members  - Marcus Tabachnick, CSBA President
David Anderson,  ASBA Brian Shortall, NLSBA
Stephen Hansen, BCSTA

Strategic Planning 
Committee

Lead – National Office.  Committee - QESBA  & OPSBACongress CSBA Award
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